
NSF Proposal Checklist          August 2024 
 
This document supplements NSF guidance.  Please be sure to read the NSF Proposal and Award Policies Guide (PAPPG) 
and specific program solicitation thoroughly before beginning to prepare your proposal.  Instructions provided in the 
program solicitation supersede those found in the PAPPG.  The full text of the PAPPG can be found at: 
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg.  Pre-proposal contact with an appropriate program 
officer is highly recommended for all NSF applications, and is required for some. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

• Proposals to NSF are submitted electronically by ORSP via the NSF Research.gov system. 
• The PI must start the application. 
• Please make sure your profile is up-to-date. 
• If you are new to Research.gov and need an account established, please begin the registration process at 

https://www.research.gov/accountmgmt/#/registration.  You must request to be affiliated with Marquette 
University.   

• The PI must give ORSP access to the application.  After starting the proposal, you will need to click on “Share 



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449/S/Type=t&=//www.nsf.govcbi.6tIf.govcbi.6tIf.ihcy/costIf.ihcy/costIf.ihcy/costIf.ihcy/costIf.ihcy/costIf.i6cy/costIf.i6cy/coa48osty76cy/costIf.i6cy/coa48osty6s9
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/coa.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp


o Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) Statement – if undergraduate/graduate students/postdoctoral 
researchers involved with project.  ORSP recommends the following:   

 “In accordance with the America COMPETES Act, Marquette University has a plan to provide 
appropriate training and oversight in the responsible and ethical conduct of research to 
undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers participating in the 
proposed research project.  The plan is available for review upon request.” 

8) Data Management Plan (2 pages maximum) 
(http://www.marquette.edu/orsp/NSFDataManagementPlanGuidance.shtml ) 

o Check the guidelines for the directorate you are applying to for additional instructions 
o Data to be produced? 
o Standards to be used for data/metadata format and content? 
o Policies for access and sharing?  For re-use, re-distribution and production of derivatives? 
o Plans for archiving and for preservation of access? 

9) Mentoring Plan (if funding requested to support postdoctoral researchers or graduate students) (1 page) 
(http://www.marquette.edu/orsp/documents/Sample_Mentoring_Plan.pdf)    

10) Letters of Collaboration – (if applicable).  

http://www.marquette.edu/orsp/NSFDataManagementPlanGuidance.shtml
http://www.marquette.edu/orsp/documents/Sample_Mentoring_Plan.pdf

