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Course Philosophy and Overview 
This course is founded on the premise that any academic endeavor is and should be 
located at the intersections of culture, context, power, resistance, and inequality. In this 
course we will examine how culture, in its myriad conceptualizations, becomes a nodal 
point for discussing the processes and outcomes of sense-making around illness, 
suffering, violence, sexuality, body politics, marginalization, food etc. – all within the 
framework of health and well being. Organized around fundamental concerns such as, 
how culture constructs health and illness and how communicative practices vary across 
cultures, this course will help us understand health communication from a cultural 
perspective. A willingness and the intent to make positive changes in society as a 
precursor to the process of building healthy cities, healthy villages and healthy 
neighborhoods should bring us together in this course. 
 
Course Objectives 
The student is expected to attain the following goals in this course: 

• Understand the role of culture in the construction of communication, and group 
understanding of “health.” 

• Examine existing theories of cross-cultural, development and international 
communication to better understand how we do sense-



 
The format of the course includes lectures, discussions, case analyses and commentary on 



and world. 





 
 
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE/READINGS 
CMST 4570: MW 

 
Week 1:  
M: 1/24 
- Introductions 
- Review Syllabus, Assignments 
 
W:1/26 
- Watch and critique Big Bucks, Big Pharma 
(https://freedocumentaries.org/documentary/big-bucks-big-pharma-marketing-disease-
pushing-drugs#watch-film) 
- Sign up for Analysis and Synthesis paper. 
 
 
Week 2: Our culture of medicine & culture in health communication 
M: 1/31 

• Dutta. M., & Basu, A (2011). Culture, Communication and Health: A guiding 
framework. In T. L. Thompson, R. Parrot, & J.F. Nussbaum eds. The Routledge 
Handbook of Health Communication, pp 320-334. 

W: 2/2 
• Lupton, D. (2011). Medicine as culture, chapter 1. Theoretical Perspectives on 

Medicine and Society 
 
 
Week 3:– Our culture of medicine & culture in health communication 
M: 2/7 

• Dutta, M. J., & Zoller, H. M. (2008). Emerging Perspectives in Health 
Communication. Page 1 – Page 18 

• Lupton, D (1994). Towards the development of a critical health communication 
praxis. Health Communication. 6(1), 55-67 

W: 2/9 
• Farmer, P., Kim, J.Y., Kleinman, A., & Basilico, M. (2013). Reimagining Global 

Health. UC Press. Chapter 3.  
• Lupton, D. (2003). Medicine as culture, chapter 2. The Body in Medicine 

 
 
Week 4:– Culture, experiences, and identity 
 
M:2/14 

• Lupton, D. (2011). Medicine as culture, chapter 3. Representations of Medicine, 
Illness and the body.  



W:2/16 
• Basu, A., Dillon, P.J., & Romero-Daza, N.R. (2016). Understanding culture and 

its influence on HIV/AIDS-related communication among minority men who 
have sex with men. Health communication. Available online. 

• Basu, A., & Dutta, M. (2007). Centralizing context and culture in the co-
construction of health: Localizing and vocalizing health meanings in rural India. 
Health Communication, 21(2), 187-196.  

 
Week 5:– Culture 



Week 9:– Subaltern studies and health 
M: 3/21 

• Lupton, D, (2011) Medicine as culture, chapter 4. The Lay Perspective on Illness 
and Disease 

W: 3/23 
• Basu, A. (2011). HIV/AIDS and subaltern autonomous rationality: A call to re-

center health communication in marginalized sex worker spaces. Communication 
Monographs, 78(3), 391-408 

 
Week 10: - Narratives and health 
M: 3/28 

• Sharf, B., Harter, L. M., Yamasaki, J., & Haidet, P. (2011). Narrative turns epic: 
Continuing developments in health narrative scholarship. In T. L. Thompson, R. 
Parrot, & J.F. Nussbaum eds. The Routledge Handbook of Health 
Communication, pp 36-51. 

• Abrums, M.  (2000). “Jesus will fix it after awhile”: meanings and health.  Social 
Science & Medicine, 50, 89-105. 

• Nordfeldt, C. (2013). “We were never sick in our time”: Social change, food and 
identity in Uttarakhand. In A. Mishra, & S.C. Chatterjee Eds. Multiple Voices and 
Stories: Narratives of Health and Illness. Orient Longman, pp 218-238.  

 
W: 3/30 

•  No classes! Academic Presentation 
 
 
Week 11: - Culture and sexuality 
M:4/4 

• Sharpe, T.  (2001). Sex-for-crack-cocaine exchange, poor Black women, and 
pregnancy.  Qualitative Health Research, 11, 612-630.  

• Mayer et al. (2008). Sexual and gender minority health: What we know and what 
needs to be done. Am J Public Health, 98:989–



W: 4/13 
• Martyn, K. K., & Hutchinson, S. A.  (2001). Low income African American 

adolescents who avoid pregnancy: Tough girls who rewrite negative scripts.  
Qualitative Health Research, 11, 238-256. 

 
 
Week 13: Culture, health, & social change 
M: 4/18 

• Farmer, P., Kim, J.Y., Kleinman, A., & Basilico, M. (2013). Reimagining Global 
Health. UC Press. Chapter 12. 

• Hodges, N. (2015). The American Dental Dream, Health Communication, 30:9, 


