
Readings for Race, Society, and Genetics Module 
BIOL 4201/5201 

 
Tuesday, September 6 Race, Society, and Genomics (Topic 1: Instructor) 
How the concept of race began and how it has evolved in the US 
 
Required Reading: 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/race-human/The-history-of-the-idea-of-race 
 
Additional resources: 
https://time.com/5865530/history-race-concept/ 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/historical-foundations-race 
 
 
Tuesday, September 13 Race, Society, and Genomics (Topic 2: Group 1) 
How race is perceived in the US today 
 
Required Reading: 
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/18/learning/what-students-are-saying-about-race-and-
racism-in-america.html 
 
Additional resources for presenters: 
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/04/09/how-americans-see-the-state-of-
race-relations/ 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/race-human/Gobineaus-Essay-on-the-Inequality-of-Human-
Races#ref234685 
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/improved-race-ethnicity-measures-reveal-
united-states-population-much-more-multiracial.html 
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-
ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html

 





Tuesday, October 11 Race, Society, and Genomics (Topic 6: Group 5) 
Race, genetics, & medicine 
 
Required Reading: 
Read Scientific American Article: https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/voices/what-role-should-
race-play-in-medicine/ 
Listen to Code Switch Podcast episode from June 15th 2022 "The impact of COVID-19, a million 
deaths in" on your favorite service or found at 
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/14/1104978181/the-impact-of-covid-19-a-million-deaths-in 
 
Additional resources for presenters: 
https://www.jci.org/articles/view/150255 
https://humgenomics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40246-

>>



Tuesday, November 1 Race, Society, and Genomics (Topic 8: Group 7)  



Tuesday, December 6 Race, Society, and Genomics (Topic 11: Group 10) 
Anti-racism in science 
 
Required Reading: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41436-020-00937-6 
https://www.wired.com/story/quashing-racist-pseudoscience-is-sciences-responsibility/ 
 
Additional resources for presenters: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666247721000336 
https://www.gimjournal.org/article/S1098-3600(21)00774-7/fulltext 
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/why-


