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Democracy is not brute numbers; it is a genuine union of true individuals... 
the essence of democracy is creating. 
 
    Mary Parker Follett (1918) 

 
 
Course Description  
 
This course aims to introduce students to the ideas and institutions that shape the 
national politics of the United States. We will focus in particular on the question of how 
political power is distributed in American democracy and how dilemmas of collective 
action and institutional design shape who governs us and how they govern. We will also 
examine how creative political actors navigate (and sometimes reinvent) the 
policymaking system itself to accomplish their desired objectives.  
 
By the end of the course, students will be able to describe the essential features of 
American politics and government. Students will also develop a better understanding of 
the dilemmas of collective action that confront societies and how government interests 
solve (or fail to solve) these dilemmas. Students will also be able to evaluate arguments 
about the origins of individual behavior and the role of parties, interest groups, and the 
media in the functioning of government. Students will apply this knowledge to evaluate 
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Fieldwork (20%): Better understanding how American democracy works means 
observing it in practice. During the course of the semester, students will be asked to 
carry out four pieces of fieldwork. After conducting each piece of fieldwork, students will 
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Course Policies  
 
Academic Misconduct: Information on Marquette’s Academic Misconduct Policy can 
be found here: http://bulletin.marquette.edu/undergrad/academicregulations/ Academic 
misconduct includes, but is not limited to, individual violations, helping another student 
with any form of academic misconduct, failing to report any form of academic 
misconduct, or intentionally interfering with the educational process in any manner. 
Academic misconduct of any type 
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9/12 Evaluating 
Democratic 
Institutions  
 
(Criteria for 
analyzing 
democracy) 

• Kollman 2.3 (Dahl)  
• Seva Gunitsky, “How do 

you measure 
democracy?” [d2l]  

 

 

9/14 Political Culture    
 
(Values, culture, 
ideology, equality, 
hierarchy, liberty) 

• Selection from Alexis 
De Tocqueville, 
Democracy in America 
(1835)  [d2l]  

• Rogers M. Smith, 
“Beyond Tocqueville, 



	 7	

9/26 Debating Democratic 
Competence 
 
(Voter reasoning)  

• Kollman 9.1
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formation; role of 
intense policy 
demanders)   
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11/12  Accountability in the 
Bureaucracy  
 
(Agency loss; 
delegation) 

• Kollman 7.1 
(McCubbins and 
Schwartz) 

 

Fieldwork 
assignment 
#4 due to D2L 
Dropbox 
before class 

11/14 Unelected Judges in 
a Democracy  
 
(Sources of judicial 
autonomy) 

• Kollman 8.2 (Marbury 
v. Madison)  

 

 



	


