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Course Description 
 

Welcome to Marquette University’s graduate core seminar in political philosophy!  Political Philosophy is not a subfield 
of political science but is rather the foundational discipline from which each of the narrower specialty fields of political 
science derives.  The work of contemporary political scientists is much obliged to -- if not altogether dwarfed by -- the 
insights of Thucydides and Machiavelli in the study of International Affairs, of Aristotle and Montesquieu in the study of 
Comparative Government, and of Alexis de Tocqueville in the study of American Politics.  Indeed, our semester together 
will not be long enough to enumerate, much less to ponder or assimilate, the riches available in the works of political 
philosophers. We must be selective. It is both reasonable and congenial to begin with what is closest to ourselves: we shall 
confront the problem of justice as it directly affects us as members of a college, as American citizens, and as the 
beneficiaries, stewards, and future 


