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Russian and Post-Soviet Politics  
 

POSC 4511-101; Fall 2010; MWF 1:00-1:50 
 

Prof. Lowell Barrington; Office: 478 Wehr Physics; Phone: 288-5234 
 

Office Hrs.: MWF 9:30-10:30, 2:00-3:00; 



http://www.rferl.org/
http://www.eurasianet.org/
http://www.tol.cz/
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Week 4 (Feb 6-8): THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION AND THE EARLY SOVIET SYSTEM 

Themes: Revolution, the Failure of Democracy, and the Resurrection of Dictatorship 

Readings:  

Suny, chs. 2-3, 5-6. 

 

Recommended readings:  

Suny, chs. 4, 7-8. 

 

Week 5 (Jan 30-Feb. 1): FROM LENIN TO STALIN  

Theme: Totalitarianism.  

Readings: 

Suny, chs. 9, 11, and 13. 

*E. Ginzburg, Journey into the Whirlwind (Orlando, FL: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1967), pp. 3-97. 
 

Recommended readings:  

Suny, chs. 10, 12, 14-16.  

The rest of Ginzburg (requires purchase of the book; it is not om1, a

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm
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Week 4 (Feb 6-8): KHRUSHCHEV TO GORBACHEV: FROM OPTIMISM TO 

STAGNATION, AND RENEWED OPTIMISM TO COLLAPSE 

Themes: The economic inefficiency (and political efficiency) of the Soviet planning system; 

nationalism. 

Readings: 

*T. Remington, Politics in Russia, ch. 2 (35-53 only), ch. 4 (pp. 93-102 only). 

*M. Cichock, Russian and Eurasian Politics, ch. 3 (pp. 46-59 only). 

A. Genatulin, “Rough Weather,” in Goscilo and Lindsey, eds., Glasnost: An Anthology of Russian 

Literature under Gorbachev (1990), pp. 303-365. 

“Life in a Soviet Factory: Combines Forever,” The Economist, December 22, 1990.  

Ronald G. Suny, The Soviet Experiment (1998), chapters 20-21. 
 

Recommended readings:  

L. Barrington, Comparative Politics, ch. 2 (pp. 4-10 only), ch. 6 (p. 55 only). 

L. Barrington, “Nationalism and Independence,” in Barrington, ed., After Independence (Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 2006), pp. 3-30. 

 

 

PART II: POST-SOVIET RUSSIAN POLITICS 
 

Week 5 (Feb 13-15): THE SOCIAL CONTEXT IN RUSSIA: ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, AND 

IDENTITY STRUCTURE  

Themes: Economic development and class structure, political culture, and identity politics. 
 

FEBRUARY 13 (MONDAY): MIDTERM EXAM #1 (ON WEEKS 1-4), IN CLASS. 
 

Readings:  

*M. Cichock, Russian and Eurasian Politics, ch. 4
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Week 6 (Feb 20-23): THE RUSSIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM, PART I, YELTSIN VS. THE 

PARLIAMENT, A NEW CONSTITUTION, AND “HYPER-PRESIDENCY” 

Theme: Presidential versus parliamentary systems, and the strange hybrid Russian case. 

Readings: 

*T. Remington, Politics in Russia, ch. 3 (pp. 48-68 only), ch 6 (pp. 146-174 only), ch. 8. 

*M. Cichock, Russian and Eurasian Politics, chs. 5-6. 

L. Barrington, Comparative Politics, ch. 6 (pp. 51-53 only), ch. 7 (pp. 60-64 only).  
 

Recommended Readings:  

L. Barrington, Comparative Politics, ch. 6 (pp. 1-4, 19-21, 27-40 only), ch. 7 (pp. 1-48 only).  

 

Week 7
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NO CLASS, MARCH 13-15 (SPRING BREAK). 
 

 

PART III: POLITICS IN THE OTHER EURASIAN STATES  
Week 9 (Mar 20-22): THE BALTIC STATES: FOCUS ON LATVIA AND ESTONIA 

Theme: European integration versus (or via?) the integration of ethnic minorities. 
 

March 20 (Monday): MIDTERM EXAM #2 (ON WEEKS 5-8), IN CLASS.  
 

Readings: 

*M. Cichock, Russian and Eurasian Politics, ch. 9. 

J. Dreifelds, “Latvia,” Nations in Transit, 2005, 356-379.  

L. Barrington “Estonia,” Nations in Transit, 2005, pp. 236-257. 

 

Recommended Reading: 

L. Barrington, “Understanding Citizenship Policy in the Baltic States.” In T. Alexander Aleinikoff and 

Douglas Klusmeyer, eds., From Migrants to Citizens: Membership in a Changing World. 

Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace/Brookings Institution Press, 

2000, pp. 253-301.  

T. Clark, “Nationalism in Post-Soviet Lithuania: New Approaches for the Nation of ‘Innocent 

Sufferers,’” in Barrington, ed., After Independence (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 

2006), pp. 162-186.  

 

FYI New Research:  

D. Budryte, Taming Nationalism: Political Community Building in the Post-Soviet Baltic States 

(Ashgate, 2005).  

 

Week 10 (Mar 27-29): THE REST OF WESTERN EURASIA: FOCUS ON UKRAINE. 

Themes: Connections with and attitudes about Russia; Communists in positions of power 15 years 

after the collapse of the USSR; the Orange Revolution. 

Readings: 

*M. Cichock, Russian and Eurasian Politics, ch. 10. 

*T. Remington, Politics in Russia, ch. 9 (Close-Up 9.1 [pp. 267-271 only]). 

T. Kuzio, “Kravchuk to the Orange Revolution: The Victory of Civic Nationalism in Post-Soviet 

Ukraine,” in Barrington, ed., After Independence (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 

2006), pp. 187-224.  

O. Sushko, “Ukraine,” Nations in Transit, 2005. 

TBA short reading on Ukraine’s parliamentary elections.  

 

Recommended Readings: 

L. Barrington, “Views of the Ethnic ‘Other’ in Ukraine,” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 8/2 (Summer 

2002): 83-96. 

L. Barrington, “Russian-speakers in Ukraine and Kazakhstan: ‘Nationality,’ ‘Population,’ or Neither?” 

Post-Soviet Affairs 17/2 (April-June 2001): 129-158. 

 

FYI New Research:  

A. Aslund and M. McFaul, eds., Revolution in Orange: The Origins of Ukraine’s Democratic 

Breakthrough (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2006).   
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Week 11 (Apr 3-5): THE CAUCASUS: FOCUS ON GEORGIA 



http://service.spiegel.de/cache/international/spiegel/0,1518,390715,00.html
http://0-www.sciencemag.org.libus.csd.mu.edu/cgi/reprint/307/5712/1032.pdf
http://www.kremlin.ru/eng/speeches/2005/04/25/2031_type70029_87086.shtml

