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POSC 2401: Comparative Politics        Professor Lowell Barrington  
 

Section 101                           Office: 468 WWP  

Spring 2016, MWF 11:00-11:50; Wehr Chemistry 002                  Office Phone: 288-5234 

E-mail: Lowell.Barrington@marquette.edu                 Office Hours: MWF 1:00-3:00  
     

Course Overview: This course provides an introduction to the comparative study of domestic politics in 
countries around the world. In this course, you will be introduced to some of the most important concepts, 
theories, and issues in this subfield of political science. There is some debate about what ³comparative politics´ 
means. Many see it simply as learning facts about countries outside the United States. Others believe that it is 
about comparing political systems in order to generate general statements about politics. In this course, you will 
be exposed to both of these ideas. You will learn about the domestic politics of a number of important countries. 
But, 
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PART II: Economics, Culture, and Identity 
Week 4 (Feb 8-12): Economic Structure and Political Outcomes 

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 2 (“Economic Class, Development, Systems, and Globalization”).  

D2L #1: “Forget the 1%,” The Economist.  

D2L #2: “The Oil Price Plunge,” The Nation, 2/23/2015.  

D2L #3: “‘The Looting Machine’ Explains Why Africa Isn’t Rising,” Chicago Tribune, 12/30/2015. 

D2L #4: “Stress and Challenges: What’s Facing China’s ‘Nine Dragons of Water’,” Global Asia, March 2015. 
 

Week 5 (Feb 15-19): Political Culture and Ideology 

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 3 (“Ideas as Structure: Political Culture and Ideology”).  

D2L #1: “Weird Bedfellows,” The Nation, 3/23/2015. 

D2L #2: 
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PART IV: Linking Political Elites and the General Public 
 

Week 10 (Mar 28-April 1): Interest Groups and “Civil Society”  

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 8 (“Political Participation and Approaches to Linking Masses and Elites”). 

D2L #1: “Study: US is an Oligarchy, Not a Democracy,” BBC.  

D2L #2: “Russia’s Stolen Future,” Foreign Policy in Focus
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and issues we have examined? Does it fill a void, providing an example of something important that the other 
countries we are looking at do not?  
 While it will be tempting to do so, do not describe the countries¶�basic histories in your memo. Cover 
only the history, events, or facts about the countries that you need to make your points about which country we 
should study. Remember, I want to know why you believe that I and your fellow classmates should spend a week 
studying the country you choose, and simply having some interesting events in its history will not distinguish it 
from other potential countries we could study. 
 The majority of the grade on this assignment will be the effectiveness of the memo in convincing me that 
³\RXU´�FRXQWU\�LV�WKH�EHVW�RQH�WR�VWXG\��7KXV��\RXU�DUJXPHQW�PDWWHUV�a great deal, spelling and grammar matter 
quite a lot, and the looks of your memo matter only a bit. Although it is common to use bullet point formatting in 
PHPRV��WKH\�DUH�EHVW�UHVHUYHG�IRU�VSHFLILF�OLVWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PHPR�UDWKHU�WKDQ�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�PHPR¶V�WH[W.  
 Plagiarism is not acceptable in any form. Direct quotations must be in quotation marks, and you should 
use footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations for sources from which you have borrowed any ideas. We will 
discuss this more in class. While short and in ³PHPR´ form, this is a research project


