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Definitions of Behavioral Criteria Levels  
 
Beginning Level – behaviors consistent with a learner in the beginning of the professional phase of physical therapy 
education and before the first significant internship 
 
Intermediate Level – behaviors consistent with a learner after the first significant internship 
 
Entry Level – 



Preamble 
 
In addition to a core of cognitive 



Professional Behaviors 
 

1. 





Post Entry Level:   
 Weighs advantages and disadvantages of a solution to a problem  
 Participates in outcome studies 
 Participates in formal quality assessment in work environment 
 Seeks solutions to community health-related problems 
 Considers second and third order effects of solutions chosen 

 
4. Interpersonal Skills – The ability to interact effectively with patients, families, colleagues, other health care 

professionals, and the community in a culturally aware manner. 



Intermediate Level:   
 Displays awareness of and sensitivity to diverse populations 
 Completes projects without prompting 
 Delegates tasks as needed 
 Collaborates with team members, patients and families 
 Provides evidence-based patient care 

 
Entry Level:   

 Educates patients as consumers of health care services 
 Encourages patient accountability  
 Directs patients to other health care professionals as needed 
 Acts as a patient advocate 
 Promotes evidence-based practice in health care settings 
 Accepts responsibility for implementing solutions 
 Demonstrates accountability for all decisions and behaviors in academic and clinical settings 

 
Post Entry Level:   

 Recognizes role as a leader 
 Encourages and displays leadership 
 Facilitates program development and modification 
 Promotes clinical training for students and coworkers 
 Monitors and adapts to changes in the health care system 
 Promotes service to the community 

 
6. Professionalism – The ability to exhibit appropriate professional conduct and to represent the profession 

effectively while promoting the growth/development of the Physical Therapy profession. 
 
Beginning Level:   

 Abides by all aspects of the academic program honor code and the APTA Code of Ethics 
 Demonstrates awareness of state licensure regulations 
 Projects professional image 
 Attends professional meetings 
 Demonstrates cultural/generational awareness, ethical values, respect, and continuous regard for all classmates, 

academic and clinical faculty/staff, patients, families, and other healthcare providers  
 
Intermediate Level: 

 Identifies positive professional role models within the academic and clinical settings 
 Acts on moral commitment during all academic and clinical activities 
 Identifies when the input of classmates, co-workers and other healthcare professionals will result in optimal 





Intermediate Level:   
 



Post Entry Level:   
 Recognizes when problems are unsolvable 
 Assists others in recognizing and managing stressors 
 Demonstrates preventative approach to stress management 
 Establishes support networks for self and others 
 Offers solutions to the reduction of stress 
 Models work/life balance through health/wellness behaviors in professional and personal life 

 
10. Commitment to Learning – The ability to self direct learning to include the identification of needs and 

sources of learning; and to continually seek and apply new knowledge, behaviors, and skills.  
 

Beginning Level:   
 Prioritizes information needs 
 Analyzes and subdivides large questions into components 
 Identifies own learning needs based on previous experiences 
 Welcomes and/or seeks new learning opportunities 
 Seeks out professional literature 
 Plans and presents an in-service, research or cases studies 

 
Intermediate Level:   

 Researches and studies areas w


