
Communicating Effectively with Your Students 

Teaching in the U.S. university classroom can be a rewarding yet challenging experience.  If you 
have never taught before to people from a different cultural or language background, you may 
fear that you won’t understand them or they won’t understand you. 

While your concerns are natural and legitimate, most students and international TAs find that 
working t
encourage you to try them out and see which ones work best for you and your students.     



�x Ask your students to write down words that you don’t understand.

�x Tell your students when you don’t understand, but try to be specific about what you don’t

understand instead of saying, “I don’t understand you at all.”

�x Ask your students to repeat what they said if you don’t understand.

�x Paraphrase what you think the students said if you are unsure that you understood them.
You can say something like, “So you want me to…” or “Let me see if I understood you.

You said that...”

Additional Suggestions for Communicating with Your Students 

�x Get to know your students and help your students get to know you.  Learn to pronouncex
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