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Eyewitness Identification
603.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy sets forth guidelines to be used when members of this department employ eyewitness
identification techniques (Wis. Stat. § 175.50).

603.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to the policy include:

Eyewitness identification process - Any show-up, live lineup or photographic identification.

Show-up - A law enforcement official presents a single individual to a single witness following
the commission of a criminal offense for the purpose of identifying or eliminating the person as
the suspect.

Live lineup - A live presentation of individuals to a witness for the purpose of identifying or
eliminating an individual as the suspect.

Photographic lineup - Presentation of photographs to a witness for the purpose of identifying or
eliminating an individual as the suspect.

603.2   POLICY
This department will strive to use eyewitness identification techniques, when appropriate, to
enhance the investigative process and will emphasize identifying persons responsible for crime
and exonerating the innocent.

603.3   INTERPRETIVE SERVICES
Members should make a reasonable effort to arrange for an interpreter before proceeding with
eyewitness identification if communication with a witness is impeded due to language or hearing
barriers.

Before the interpreter is permitted to discuss any matter with the witness, the investigating member
should explain the identification process to the interpreter. Once it is determined that the interpreter
comprehends the process and can explain it to the witness, the eyewitness identification may
proceed as provided for within this policy.

603.4   EYEWITNESS IDENTIFICATION PROCESS AND FORM
The Detective Lieutenant shall be responsible for the development and maintenance of an
eyewitness identification process for use by members when they are conducting eyewitness
identifications.

The process should include appropriate forms or reports that provide:

(a) The date, time and location of the eyewitness identification procedure.

(b) The name and identifying information of the witness.
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Individuals in the lineup should reasonably match the description of the perpetrator provided by the
witness and should bear similar characteristics to avoid causing any person to unreasonably stand
out. In cases involving multiple suspects, a separate lineup should be conducted for each suspect.
The suspects should be placed in a different order within each lineup and the other members of
the lineup positioned randomly.

The member presenting the lineup to a witness should do so sequentially (i.e., show the witness
one person at a time) and not simultaneously (Wis. Stat. § 175.50). The witness should view all
persons in the lineup.

A live lineup should only be used before criminal proceedings have been initiated against the
suspect. If there is any question as to whether any criminal proceedings have begun, the
investigating member should contact the appropriate prosecuting attorney before proceeding.

See Marquette University PD Procedures Manual: 605.2 PHOTO ARRAYS, Marquette University
PD Procedures Manual: 605.3 LIVE LINEUPS, and Marquette University PD Procedures Manual:
605.5 PHOTO COLLECTION DE5smL4m
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(f) In cases involving multiple suspects, witnesses should only be permitted to view the
subjects of the show-up one at a time.

(g) The person who is the subject of the show-up should not be required to put on clothing
worn by the suspect, to speak words uttered by the suspect or to perform other actions
mimicking those of the suspect.

(h) If a witness positively identifies a subject of a show-up as the suspect, members should
not conduct any further field identifications with other witnesses for that suspect. In
such instances members should document the contact information for any additional
witnesses for follow up, if necessary.

See Marquette University PD Procedures Manual: 605.4 SHOW-UPS

603.6   DOCUMENTATION
A thorough description of the eyewitness process and the results of any eyewitness identification
should be documented in the case report (Wis. Stat. § 175.50).

If a photographic lineup is utilized, a copy of the photographic lineup presented to the witness
should be included in the case report. In addition, the order in which the photographs were
presented to the witness should be documented in the case report.

603.7   POLICY REVIEW
At a minimum, the Department will biennially review the Eyewitness Identification Policy. In
developing and revising this policy, the Department will consider model policies and policies
adopted by other jurisdictions (Wis. Stat. § 175.50).
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