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Domestic Abuse
310.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide the guidelines necessary to deter, prevent and reduce
domestic abuse through vigorous enforcement and to address domestic abuse as a serious crime
against society. The policy specifically addresses the commitment of this department to take
enforcement action when appropriate, to provide assistance to victims and to guide officers in the
investigation of domestic abuse.

310.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Court order - All forms of orders issued by a court related to domestic abuse, that have been
issued by a court of this state or another, whether civil or criminal, regardless of whether service
has been made.

310.2   POLICY
The Marquette University Police Department’s response to incidents of domestic abuse and
violations of related court orders shall stress enforcement of the law to protect the victim and
shall communicate the philosophy that domestic abuse is criminal behavior. It is also the policy
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(d) All injuries should be photographed, regardless of severity, taking care to preserve
the victim's personal privacy. Where practicable, photographs should be taken by a
person of the same sex. Victims whose injuries are not visible at the time of the incident
should be asked to contact the investigating officer in the event that the injuries later
become visible.

(e) Officers should request that the victim complete and sign an authorization for release
of medical records related to the incident when applicable.

(f) If the suspect is no longer at the scene, officers should make reasonable efforts to
locate the suspect to further the investigation, provide the suspect with an opportunity
to make a statement, and make an arrest or seek an arrest warrant if appropriate.

(g) Seize any firearms or other dangerous weapons in the home, if appropriate and legally
permitted, for safekeeping or as evidence.

(h) When completing an incident or arrest report for violation of a court order, officers
should include specific information that establishes that the offender has been served,
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Dispatchers are not required to verify the validity of a court order before responding to a request for
assistance. Officers should request that dispatchers check whether any of the involved persons
are subject to the terms of a court order.
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1. There is a reasonable basis for believing that continued domestic abuse against
the alleged victim is likely.

2.
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appropriate prosecutor immediately after the investigation has been completed (Wis. Stat. §
968.075(4)).

310.9.3   DOMESTIC ABUSE CONTACT PROHIBITIONS NOTICE
Unless there is a signed waiver by an alleged victim, any employee of the Marquette University
Police Department releasing a person arrested for domestic abuse shall inform the arrested
person orally and in writing of the contact prohibition requirements of Wis. Stat. § 968.075, the
consequences of violating the requirements, and the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 939.621 (increased
penalty for violating the contact prohibition). The arrested person shall sign an acknowledgment
on the written notice that the person has received notice of, and understands the requirements,
the consequences of violating the requirements, and the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 939.621. If the
arrested person refuses to sign the notice, the person shall not be released from custody (Wis.
Stat. § 968.075).

310.10   OFFICER-INVOLVED DOMESTIC ABUSE INCIDENTS
The Department is committed to addressing domestic abuse by members (see Policy 311 Officer
Involved Domestic Violations).


