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Portable Audio/Video Recorders
421.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for the use of portable audio/video recording devices by members
of this department while in the performance of their duties. Portable audio/video recording
devices include all recording systems, whether body-worn, hand-held, or integrated into portable
equipment (Wis. Stat. § 165.87).

This policy does not apply to mobile audio/video recordings, interviews, or interrogations
conducted at any Marquette University Police Department facility, authorized undercover
operations, wiretaps, or eavesdropping (concealed listening devices).

421.2   POLICY
The Marquette University Police Department may provide members with access to portable
recorders, either audio or video or both, for use during the performance of their duties. The use of
recorders is intended to enhance the mission of the Department by accurately capturing contacts
between members of the Department and the public.

421.3   COORDINATOR
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should designate a coordinator responsible for
(Wis. Stat. § 165.87):

(a) Establishing procedures for the security, storage, and maintenance of data and
recordings.

(b) Establishing procedures for accessing data and recordings.

(c) Establishing procedures for logging or auditing access.

(d) Establishing procedures for transferring, downloading, tagging, or marking events.

(e) Coordinating with the Lieutenant of Support Services to provide training on this policy
to:

1. Officers who are authorized to use portable audio/video recorders.

2. Members of the Department who use, maintain, store, or are responsible for the
release of records and recordings.

3. See Marquette University PD Procedures Manual: 404.6 TRAINING

(f) Periodically reviewing the Department's practices relating to the use, maintenance,
and storage of body cameras and data to confirm compliance with this policy.

(g) Ensuring this policy is available to the public on the Department's website.

421.4   MEMBER PRIVACY EXPECTATION
All recordings made by members on any department-issued device at any time, and any recording
made while acting in an official capacity of this department regardless of ownership of the device
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(c) Self-initiated activity in which a member would normally notify the Command
Information Center

(d) Any other contact that becomes adversarial after the initial contact in a situation that
would not otherwise require recording

Members should remain sensitive to the dignity of all individuals being recorded and exercise
sound discretion to respect privacy by discontinuing recording whenever it reasonably appears to
the member that such privacy may outweigh any legitimate law enforcement interest in recording.
Requests by members of the public to stop recording should be considered using this same
criterion. Recording should resume when privacy is no longer at issue unless the circumstances
no longer fit the criteria for recording.

At no time is a member expected to jeopardize his/her safety in order to activate a portable recorder
or change the recording media. However, the recorder should be activated in situations described
above as soon as reasonably practicable.

421.6.1   CESSATION OF RECORDING
Once activated, the portable recorder should remain on continuously until the member reasonably
believes that his/her direct participation in the incident is complete or the situation no longer fits
the criteria for activation. Recording may be stopped during significant periods of inactivity such
as report writing or other breaks from direct participation in the incident.

421.6.2   SURREPTITIOUS USE OF THE PORTABLE RECORDER
Wisconsin law permits an individual to surreptitiously record any conversation in which one party
to the conversation has given his/her permission (Wis. Stat. § 968.31(2)(b)).

Members may surreptitiously record any conversation during the course of a criminal investigation
in which the member reasonably believes that such a recording will be lawful and beneficial to
the investigation.

Members shall not surreptitiously record another department member without a court order unless
lawfully authorized by the Chief of Police or the authorized designee.

421.6.3   EXPLOSIVE DEVICE AND SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE(S)
Many portable recorders, including body-worn cameras and audio/video transmitters, emit radio
waves that could trigger an explosive device. Therefore, these devices should not be used where
an explosive device may be present.

421.7   PROHIBITED USE OF PORTABLE RECORDERS
Members are prohibited from using department-issued portable recorders and recording media
for personal use and are prohibited from making personal copies of recordings created while on-
duty or while acting in their official capacity.

Members are also prohibited from retaining recordings of activities or information obtained
while on-duty, whether the recording was created with department-issued or personally owned
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recorders. Members shall not duplicate or distribute such recordings, except for authorized
legitimate department business purposes. All such recordings shall be retained at the Department.

Members are prohibited from using personally owned recording devices while on-duty without the
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