


Transform Marquette. Transform the World.

As a leading Catholic, Jesuit university, Marquette’s vision  
is to promote the greater glory of God and the well-being  
of humanity. One way we achieve this is to embody a spirit  
of interdisciplinary curiosity, research, innovation and 
entrepreneurship to transform and improve ourselves, our 
community and our world.

From this vision was born the Explorer Challenge. Open to  
all members of the Marquet te community — faculty, staff and 
students — the Explorer Challenge is an annual competition that 
provides seed funding for projects that advance our strategic 
plan, Beyond Boundaries, and builds infrastructure for internal 
and external collaboration and partnerships. The Explorer 
Challenge especially encourages interdisciplinary, collaborative 
projects and community-based partnerships in pursuit of �nding 
solutions to pressing societal concerns and urges teams to take 
some initial risks and be creative in planning for sustainability.

Explorer Challenge projects touch the lives of many. On 
campus these projects promote academic excellence and 
personal development in our students, raise our research pro�le 
among external funders and other universities, and develop 
internal ef�ciencies. Across our community — and around the 
world — our projects are transforming the trajectories of 
individuals and families, disrupting health and economic 
inequalities and, above all, renewing a sense of hope.

Through its �rst four years,  
Explorer Challenge  

has awarded nearly  
$7.5 million to  

84 initiatives, 
which, in turn, have 
garnered more than    

$24 million 
in external grants  

and other revenue, 
returning Marquette’s 

investment by 225 percent. 

To learn more, visit  
marquette.edu/innovation/
the-explor er-challenge.php.

Transformation is who we are.

DR. JEANNE M. HOSSENLOPP

VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

The Explorer Challenge, Marquette’s distinctive 
approach to building an inclusive campus 

community of innovators, continues to 
demonstrate impact on the university, 
the Milwaukee community and the 
broader world. We are so proud of the 

accomplishments of the students, faculty and 
staff whose creativity and commitment to making 

the world a better place is evident in their projects. 
In this second annual report, we feature pro�les of 
some of the projects launched during our �rst four 
years (through the end of �scal year 2019), as well as 
updates on projects featured in our previous report. The 
cumulative impact of the projects piloted through the 
Explorer Challenge continues to grow!

In �scal year 2019, Marquette was recognized nationally by 
the University Economic Development Association (UEDA) 
for the Explorer Challenge, which received the Award of 
Excellence for Developing Innovation. As the Explorer 
Challenge continues to encourage innovation among the 
Marquette community, so too does it evolve to meet 
the needs of society: Recognizing that true innovation 
requires diverse perspectives, the Explorer Challenge now 
(beginning with the �scal year 2020 competition) requires 
integrating inclusive practices into projects.

We deeply appreciate the many donors who have made 
the Explorer Challenge possible. Marquette is truly a 
national leader in providing opportunities for students, 
faculty and staff to all participate in a common initiative, 
and we look forward to a future of continued impact!

“Every year we 
ask faculty, staff  
and students 
for Explorer 
Challenge 
proposals that 
will make a 
difference for 
our campus 
and community 
and they never 
disappoint —
always going 
far beyond our 
expectations.”
Dr. Michael R. Lovell
President, Marquette University
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