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changing patterns of physical activity levels, effects of the pandemic on food security among students, and the 
experience of death and dying.  Students, graduate and undergraduate, continue to be involved in many of the 
studies initiated. 

Overall, there were at least 35 research studies initiated in the early stages of the pandemic aiming to understand 
related issues ranging from the long-term effects of COVID-19 on the human body to the changing behavior of 
people during isolation. Collaborations between faculty from different disciplines 





Marquette University COVID-19 Research Initiative – Outcomes Report                                       |  Oct 11, 2021 

4 
 

Virtual Lightning Talks (4) (short duration, high impact presentations) 
These were impactful, online presentation events (Microsoft Teams) where Marquette researchers shared their 
pandemic-related research in five minutes or less. 

Four Virtual Lightning Talks featuring 49 presentations.        
 Attendees: 242 

[June 23, August 4,Tj
ET4aG-3 ( hi)5.84Tj
ET4aG-3 3 
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Covid Conversations is a multidisciplinary view of the impact of the pandemic from the viewpoint and expertise of 
faculty and students.  It is designed to highlight some of the research currently underway at Marquette, as well as 
share how Marquette classes explore the pandemic and its impact on society.  The goal was to bring together an 
interdisciplinary group to reflect on a topic and then produce a podcast based on their conversation to highlight 
similarities and divergences in the ways different fields do research and share the resulting information. 

CURTO COVID-19 Webinar  
• The Marquette Center for Urban Teaching, Research and Outreach hosted a webinar with Marquette 

faculty discussing the financial and societal impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in Wisconsin. 
 

C.  TRACKING  

External Funding Achieved on COVID-19 Related Research  
(May 2020 - July 2021) 

21 funded proposals on COVID-related research  
18 different Principal Investigators 

Total:  $741,767   

 

2 Federal, 4 State, 13 Foundation and 2 Corporate 

Research Projects 
 At least 35 collaborative research projects initiated from most colleges and with multiple collaborations. 

Publications and Presentations 
Follow up with faculty who presented at a Lightning Talks presentation indicated at least  

• 22 conference presentations   
• 28 peer-reviewed publications 
• 25 op-eds and blogs 

See Appendices for Links to some (not all) of the publications/op-ed (BOLD = MU Personnel)
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Media Publicity 
Faculty and students were featured in the media for their expert opinions about pandemic-related issues 
including exercise habits during the pandemic, mask-wearing behavior, and the long-term effects of COVID-19 to 
name a few. Known media and publicity are highlighted in the Appendices.  

D.  FEATURED RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS  
These examples feature the breadth and depth of grassroots research projects and collaborations that formed 
during the pandemic.   

1. Generation C(ovid) Heads to College: Examining the Transition Process                         
(3 colleges, 3 departments) 
Lead PI: Gabriel Velez, Educational Policy and Leadership 
Co-PIs:  Jody Jessup-





Marquette University COVID
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k. Integration of support staff (OMC, website development) into the initiative was paramount.  Much 
of the behind-the-scenes work including organization of the Townhalls, Lightning Talks, website 
and online portal was accomplished by the Research and Innovation and AHPRC staff. 

l. Small financial investments 
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APPENDICES  

1.  DESIRED OUTCOMES (ESTABLISHED - APRIL 2020)  
1. Interdisciplinary collaborations and research studies 

2. New knowledge and applications 

3. Publications 

4. Grant applications to external agencies and subsequent funding 

5. Research blogs, podcasts and webinars by faculty and students 

6. Research seminar series offered by faculty on COVID-19 - related issues 

7. Dynamic website to centralize and streamline communication of the details of the initiative, host blogs, 
podcasts, webinars and promote the outcomes of the research 

8. High-impact educational experiences through research and teaching for graduate and undergraduate 
students 

9. Graduate and undergraduate classes/seminars: education on the research and consequences of Covid-19 
and emerging diseases in a changing world 

10. External and corporate partnerships in the local and broader community 

2.  STEERING COMMITTEE  
Steering Committee Members of the Marquette COVID-
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• College of Arts and Sciences 
Hargittai, E., Redmiles, E. M., Vitak, J., & Zimmer, M. (2020). Americans’ willingness to adopt a COVID-19 tracking 
app. First Monday, 25(11). https://doi.org/10.5210/fm.v25i11.11095  

Vitak J, Zimmer M. (2020). More than just privacy: Using contextual integrity to evaluate the long-term risks from 
COVID-19 surveillance technologies. Soc Media Soc, 6(3): 1-4. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2056305120948250  

Rocco P, Rich JAJ, Klasa K, Dubin KA, Beland D. (2021). Who counts where? COVID-19 surveillance in federal 
countries. J Health Polit Policy Law: 9349114.  https://doi.org/10.1215/03616878-9349114  

Stanley R, George A, Van Hecke A. (2021). “Listen, I've Been Thriving” Vs. “This Is the Worst I've Ever Felt!”: An 
Exploratory Study of Autistic Experiences with In-Person and Online Social Interaction during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Invited paper 
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