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Key Points 

• Mask mandates in Wisconsin increased mask wearing from 41% to 96%. 
• After the mandates, mask wearing increased across all demographics, 

especially among the resistors (young males and rural shoppers). 

 

Despite an abundance of evidence that wearing a mask reduces the spread of COVID-19, 
many people continue to avoid wearing them1,2,3. Previous student commentaries 
discussed an observational study3 which found younger individuals, males, and people 
living in rural areas were the least likely to be seen wearing masks4,5. It was found that 
about 41% of individuals wore masks while entering stores in Milwaukee and surrounding 
areas between June 3 and June 9, 20203. The same group of Marquette University faculty 
and students returned to the same large retail stores to observe mask wearing trends 
before (n = 5,517) and after store and statewide mask mandates (n = 4,358). The State of 
Wisconsin mask mandate went into effect on August 1 and required all people five years 
and older to wear a mask in enclosed public spaces6. 

 

In early June (3-9) before any mask mandates were in effect, 41% of the sample of 
shoppers were observed to wear masks3. In late July (22-31), stores with mandates were 
observed to have 93% of shoppers wearing masks, while 80% of shoppers wore a mask on 
entering stores with no mandate. After the August 1 statewide mandate, 96% of shoppers 
were observed to wear a mask while entering a store. Before the mandates, the odds of an 
individual wearing a mask varied greatly by age, gender, and location3. Once the in-store 
and statewide mandates were put into place, mask wearing became consistent across all 
demographics and locations.  See Figure 1. 
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