
Charlie Can’t Read EnglishCharlie Can’t Read English
 A Vietnam War Historical Fiction by Tom Besold A Vietnam War Historical Fiction by Tom Besold

Why historical fiction?
• Allows for greater creative freedom
• Requires meticulous research
• Must capture key themes
• Need to justify medium 

The inescapable truth of the Vietnam 
War is that the United States should 
not have been there. Justifications 
were incoherent and detatched from 
reality.  Why were we fighting?

The domino theory — flawed idea 
that if Vietnam were to fall to Com-
munism, then so would Southeast 


