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Preamble 
 

The Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs (COA) accredits nurse 

anesthesia programs within the United States and Puerto Rico that award post-master's 

certificates, master's, or doctoral degrees, including programs offering distance education. 

Students accepted into accredited entry-level programs on or after January 1, 2022 must 

graduate with doctoral degrees. The Council also offers accreditation for postgraduate CRNA 

fellowships (fellowship).  

The accreditation standards for entry-level nurse anesthesia programs offering practice 

doctorate degrees and accreditation standards for postgraduate fellowships are written with 

input from a wide community of interest consisting of many individuals and groups including 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA) practitioners and educators, nurse anesthesia 

students, administrators and faculty of colleges and universities, hospital administrators, state 

boards of nursing, the staff of the United States Department of Education (USDE), the Council 

for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) and other nationally recognized accreditation 

agencies, members of the National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse 

Anesthetists (NBCRNA), and the Board of Directors of the American Association of Nurse 

Anesthesiology (AANA). Special recognition is given to members attending the Assembly of 

Didactic and Clinical Educators (formerly known as the Assembly of School Faculty) meeting and 

to those on the AANA Education Committee for their continuing efforts to promote, support, 

and encourage the Council’s objectives of quality assessment and enhancement in nurse 

anesthesia education through the accreditation process. 

Practice Doctorate Programs 

The standards are designed to prepare graduates with competencies for entry into anesthesia 

practice.  

Entry-into-practice competencies for the nurse anesthesia professional prepared at the 

practice doctoral level are those required at the time of graduation to provide safe, 

competent, and ethical anesthesia and anesthesia-related care to patients for 

diagnostic, therapeutic, and surgical procedures. 

Entry-into-practice competencies should be viewed as the structure upon which nurse 

anesthetists continue to acquire knowledge, skills, and abilities along the practice 

continuum that starts at graduation (proficient) and continues throughout their entire 

professional careers (expert). 
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Postgraduate CRNA Fellowships 
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Mission, Values, Scope, Purposes, and Objectives of the Council on 
Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs 

 

The COA’s Mission is: 

To establish standards that promote quality education in nurse anesthesia programs through 
accreditation. 
 
The Values of the COA include: 

● Integrity - Fair and objective decisions based on consistent application of COA 
Standards. 

● Accountability – Responsive, efficient and professional interaction with nurse anesthesia 
programs, free of conflicts of interest. 

● Commitment – Dependable and respectful support to enhance and advance nurse 
anesthesia educational programs. 

● Diversity, equity, inclusion – Mindful and open accreditation to ensure unrestricted 
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The Value of Accreditation 

Accreditation is a voluntary activity that has been accepted for more than 100 years in the 
United States, in contrast to other countries where governments supervise and control 
educational institutions.
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A. CONDUCTING INSTITUTION STANDARDS 

 
  

 1. The mission and/or philosophy of the conducting institution's governing body 
promotes educational excellence and supports the nurse anesthesia program within 
a doctoral framework.  
  

 2. The organizational relationships of the institution, academic unit, and program are 
clearly delineated.  
  

* 3. The conducting organization completes a legally binding written agreement that 
outlines the expectations and responsibilities of all parties when an academic 
affiliation is established or 2 or more entities with unshared governance enter into 
a joint arrangement to conduct a program (see Glossary, "Unshared governance"). 
   

 4. The amount of advanced standing or transfer credit awarded by the degree 
granting institution is clearly stated and publicized.  
  

 5. The governance structure(s) facilitates effective communication.  
  

 6. The CRNA program administrator, or an individual designated by the CRNA program 
administrator, participates in institutional planning, curriculum design and review, 
and other appropriate governance roles.  
  

 7. The institution’s and/or program’s committee structure is appropriate to meet 
program objectives and includes public, student, and faculty participation (see 
Glossary, ͞WƵďůŝĐ�mĞŵďĞƌ͟Ϳ. 
  

* 8. The conducting institution provides sufficient time to permit faculty to fulfill their 
obligations to students including clinical and classroom teaching, counseling and 
evaluation, and advising on doctoral level scholarly activities (see Glossary, 
͞^ĐŚŽůĂƌůǇ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽǀĞƌƐŝŐŚƚ͟Ϳ.  
  

 9. The conducting institution provides sufficient protected time to permit faculty to 
fulfill their own scholarly activities, service, administrative, and clinical 
responsibilities (see Glossary, "Protected time3
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10. 2. physical resources including facilities, equipment, and supplies 
 
10. 3. learning resources including clinical sites, library, and technological access 

and support 
 
10. 4. faculty 
 
10. 5. support personnel 

 

10. 6. student services (see Glossary, "Student services") 
  

* 11. The program seeks Council approval before increasing class size and demonstrates 
reasonable assurance there are adequate resources as delineated in Standard A.10.   

* 12. The program is required to act in accordance with the Council's Accreditation 
Policies and Procedures. 
  

 13. There is evidence that eligibility and certification requirements are maintained by 
institutions or programs relying on Council’s accreditation to participate in Higher 
Education Opportunity Act, Title IV programs (see Glossary, "Title IV eligibility"). 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Failure to fully comply with one or more of these Standards is considered to be of critical concern in decisions 
regarding nurse anesthesia program accreditation. 
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 C. STUDENT STANDARDS 
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D. GRADUATE STANDARDS  

 
Patient Safety 
 

The graduate must demonstrate the ability to: 
 

* 1. Be vigilant in the delivery of patient care.  
  

* 2. Refrain from engaging in extraneous activities that abandon or minimize 
vigilance while providing direct patient care (e.g., texting, reading, emailing, 
etc.).  
  

* 3. Conduct a comprehensive equipment check.  
  

* 4. Protect patients from iatrogenic complications.   
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Critical Thinking 
 

The graduate must demonstrate the ability to:
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* 27. 
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* 42. Advocate for health policy change to improve patient care.  
  

* 43. Advocate for health policy change to advance the specialty of nurse anesthesia.  
  

* 44. Analyze strategies to improve patient outcomes and quality of care.  
  

* 45. Analyze health outcomes in a variety of populations.  
  

* 46. Analyze health outcomes in a variety of clinical settings.  
  

* 47. Analyze health outcomes in a variety of systems.  
  

* 48. Disseminate scholarly work.  
  

* 49. Use information systems/technology to support and improve patient care.  
  

* 50. Use information systems/technology to support and improve healthcare systems.  
  

* 51. Analyze business practices encountered in nurse anesthesia delivery settings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Failure to fully comply with one or more of these Standards is considered to be of critical concern in decisions 
regarding nurse anesthesia program accreditation. 
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F. CLINICAL SITE STANDARDS 

 
  

* 1. The program demonstrates it has sufficient clinical resources to ensure 
graduates individually meet all accreditation requirements. 
  

 2. The program has a legally binding contract with the clinical site(s) that outlines 
expectations and responsibilities of both parties. 
  

 3. The program appoints a CRNA coordinator for each clinical site who possesses a 
master’s degree (doctoral preparation 
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Trauma/emergency (E)  30 50 

Obstetrical management (total of a & b)  30  40  

a. Cesarean delivery   10   15  

b. Analgesia for labor   10   15  

Pain management encounters (see Glossary, ͞WĂŝŶ�management 
eŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƐ͟Ϳ 

  15 50 

 

Anatomical Categories5 

  

Intra-abdominal  75  

Intracranial (total of a & b)   5 20 

a.  Open   3 10 

b.  Closed   

Oropharyngeal 20  

Intrathoracic (total of a, b, & c)  15 40 

a. Heart      

1. Open heart cases (total of a & b) 5 10 

a) With cardiopulmonary bypass   

b) Without cardiopulmonary bypass   

2.10
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CLINICAL EXPERIENCES 

Minimum 

Required 

Cases 

Preferred 

Number of
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status, sexual orientation, religion, age or disability, consistent with law. Although an applicant 
should not be required to provide information regarding any protected characteristics, he or 
she can provide such information on a voluntary basis. An applicant may be asked if he or she 
can perform the essential tasks or functions of a nurse anesthetist.  

Pain management, acute - Acute pain management involves the treatment of pain of recent 
onset arising from a discrete cause, e.g., postoperative pain. Acute pain may result from both 
surgical and nonsurgical origins. The experience of acute pain can initiate a cascade of 
emotional, physical, and/or social reactions.  

Pain 
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Privilege to practice - Privilege to practice is t
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History Addendum 

History of Nurse Anesthesia Accreditation 

On June 11, 1930, Agatha Hodgins, a nurse anesthetist, set forth her ideas regarding the 

essentials of a national organization for nurse anesthetists. They included (1) organization of a 

special group, (2) establishment of educational standards, (3) development of a state 

registration mechanism, (4) lobbying to practice without unwarranted criticism, and (5) 

improving the quality of work through study and research. She became the force behind 

establishing an organization dedicated to meeting the needs of the first nursing specialists. One 

of the initial objectives of the National 



   
 

 

 

Standards for Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Programs - Practice Doctorate   Page 45 

Editorial Revisions February 29, 2024 

  

the years with accreditation standards for master's degree programs in 1998, optional research-

oriented and practice-
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COA's scope of accreditation was clarified by the USDE in 1993 and by CORPA in 1994 to delete 

reference to generic programs and specify nurse anesthesia programs that prepared graduates 

at the certificate, baccalaureate, master's, and doctoral degree levels. In 1997, the scope was 

revised to delete baccalaureate programs that no longer existed. Currently, the COA is 

identified by the USDE and CHEA as a nationally recognized accrediting agency for the 

accreditation of institutions and programs of nurse anesthesia at the post-master's certificate, 

master's, and doctoral degree levels, including programs offering distance education in the US 

and Puerto Rico. 

Changes to the Higher Education Act, later named the Higher Education Opportunity Act 

(HEOA) have resulted in COA revising its standards with each reauthorization as needed to 

comply with federal regulations for accrediting agencies. Regulations have been adopted 

requiring accreditors to review an institution's and/or program's compliance with tuition in 

relation to the subject matter taught, default rates in student loan programs, records of student 

complaints, and attrition, graduation, certification, and employment rates among others. 

A significant change in federal regulations occurred during the 1990s. Congress set stringent 

requirements for the federal government, state governments, and accrediting agencies, 

including COA, to increase oversight of institutions that participate in federal programs such as 

student financial aid. 
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and ethical anesthesia and anesthesia-related care to patients for diagnostic, 

therapeutic, and surgical procedures. 

Entry-


