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To help get you started, we offer some framing questions that can be used to develop assignments or 

can be the basis for in-class discussions at different points of the semester. They use the example of 

the Basic Needs and Justice theme. (Again, these are only suggestions and not requirements.)   

1. In thinking about this course as a part of the theme of Basic Needs and Justice, what have we 

talked about in class this semester that would help us to define what basic needs and justice 

are? How do the methods of this class help us to understand this question in a particular way? 

2. 
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Week 5 (Sep 23-27): Political Culture and Ideology 
 

Individuals and Communities-Related Topics: Values, Political Culture, Socialization, Ideology  
 

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 3 (“Ideas as Structure: Political Culture and Ideology”).  

D2L #1: “The Confucian View: Putting East Asian Education into Context,” Global Asia, June 2015.  

D2L #2: “What Happened to Brazil?,” Foreign Policy in Focus, 9/23/15.  

D2L #3: “The Economist Explains: Why Young People Don’t Vote,” The Economist.  
 

Week 6 (Sep 30-Oct 4): Identity and Social Divisions 
 

Individuals and Communities-Related Topics: Individual Identity, Identity Group, National Identity, Race, 

Ethnicity, Gender, Religion, Complementary vs. Cross-cutting Identity Divisions  
 

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 4 (Identity Structure”).  

D2L #1: “The Question of Russian Identity,” Intersection (http://intersectionproject.eu/), 6/17/2015. 

D2L #2: “The Myth of a Liberal India,” National Interest, November 2015. 

D2L #3: “Iranian Women Still Face Barriers,” International Policy Digest, 12/1/2015. 

 

PART III: Governing Institutions 
 

Week 7 (Oct 7-11): Political Systems and Their Constitutions 
 

Individuals and Communities-Related Topics: Negative vs. Positive Rights, Individual vs. Group Rights, 

Constitution, Unitary vs. Federal Systems, Local Government   
 

Readings: 

Barrington, CPSC, chapter 5 



 7 

 
 



 8 

PART VI: Conclusion 
 

Week 14 (Nov 25-29): Politics in ??? 

Readings: TBA. 
 

Week 15 (Dec 2-Dec 6): Conclusion: From Separate Countries to Broader Understandings.  
 

Individuals and Communities-Related Topics: Structured Choices  
 

Readings:  

Barrington, CPSC, epilogue, “Structured Choices and the Comparative Study of Politics”.  

D2L #1: “The World Events That Mattered Most in 2015,” The Atlantic, 12/22/2015.   

D2L #2: “Young Voters, Declining Trust and the Limits of ‘Service Politics’,” The Forum, Oct. 2015.  

D2L #3:  Natalie Anastasia, “Surviving Final Exam Stress,” TB Scene, 4/22/2014.  
 

FINAL EXAM REVIEW: DECEMBER 2ND (MONDAY), IN CLASS.  
 

FINAL EXAM:  MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M. 
 
 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR SEMSTER ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 

D2L Discussion Posts (5% of Final Grade) 
 

 At least five times during the semester, you will post to the class D2L discussion board about a 
topic/question from a recent class session, a current event in one of the Topic-in-Countries cases related to 
issues we’re discussing that week, or examples from other countries—including the United States—of how 
thematic elements from the class play out in practice around the world. In these posts, you are especially 
encouraged to consider the question of how particular course topics relate to the themes of Basic Needs and 
Justice and Individuals and Communities. Those who have had a Discovery Tier course in one of these themes 
already are also invited to discuss how POSC course’s approach to that theme was similar to or different from 
the approach taken in that course. At least two of these posts should start a new discussion thread, as opposed to 
being responses to posts in existing threads. (You are expected to respond to existing posts as well.) Along with 
how coherent, interesting and important your discussion board posts are, spelling and grammar will be taken 
into account in your grade on these posts. Posts should, on average, be around two (normal-sized) paragraphs in 
length.  

 
 

“Most Challenged Leader” Assignment: Due via D2L, February 1 (5% of Final Grade) 
 

Question: Which chief executive of the 9 Topic-in-Countries cases is the most “challenged” 
leader, and why? 

 

 Partly because your textbook is not up-to-date with current leaders in our Topic-in-Countries cases, you 

will answer the question above by writing a short (400-500 words, Times New Roman 12 pt. font) argument 
about one of the leaders of the countries we are focusing on most closely this semester. Explain why that leader 
is the most challenged chief executive of the nine TIC cases. In your answer, consider the difficulties facing that 
leader that require government response, the social, economic and political structures in which this individual 
must lead, and any aspects of his or her background or leadership style that contribute to these challenges.   
 
 

Policy Memo Assignment: Due via D2L, November 8 (15% of Final Grade) 
 

Question: What country should we study in Week 14, and why? 
 

 In around 1,500 words (
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 In your memo, you will make a recommendation regarding which one of the countries we should study 
in Week 14 from the list of countries on the following page. Although there is a not a single, universally accepted 
format for policy memos, they should include a “To/From/Subject/ Date” heading; a summary (often call the 
Executive Summary); an introduction/background section, in which the background discussion is very short or 
skipped entirely; a discussion/options section – in this case comparing two of the countries from the list – 
which highlights advantages/disadvantages of each option; and a recommendation section. You can include a 
short conclusion following the recommendation section, though many policy memos stop with the 
recommendation.  
 As you choose which two countries to discuss and which one to recommend, consider the topics that we 
have discussed in the course. How will your country help us to understand better how one or more of these 
topics connects to the Individuals and Communities theme? Does it fill a void, providing an example of 
something important that the other countries we are looking at do not? Does it challenge and make us rethink 
how that topic was discussed in class and in the readings?   
 While it will be tempting to do so, do not describe the countries’ basic histories in your memo. Cover 
only the history, events, or facts about the countries that you need to make your points about which country we 
should study. Remember, I want to know why you believe that I and your fellow classmates should spend a week 
studying the country you choose, and simply having some interesting events in its history will not distinguish it 
from other potential countries we could study. 
 The majority of the grade on this assignment will be the effectiveness of the memo in convincing me that 
“your” country is the best one to study. Thus, your argument matters a great deal, spelling and grammar matter 
quite a lot, and the looks of your memo matter only a bit. Although it is common to use bullet point formatting in 
memos, they are best reserved for specific lists within the memo rather than for the entire memo’s text.  
 Plagiarism is not acceptable in any form. Direct quotations must be in quotation marks, and you should 
use footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations for sources from which you have borrowed any ideas. We will 
discuss this more in class. While short and in “memo” form, this is a research project. I expect you to find 
current information about the countries. You should look not only at news magazines like The Economist but 
also at academic journals that may carry articles on your country. Also, you can (and should) use the readings 
from class where appropriate.  
 A Works Cited list should be included as an additional page of the memo. This page will not be included 
in the word count. It is reasonable to have at least 10 sources that you actually reference in the memo.  
 

Possible Countries for the Policy Memo Assignment 
 

Antigua and 

Barbuda 

Bahamas 

Bahrain 

Belize 

Benin 

Bhutan 

Botswana

Bahrain
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COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

I encourage all students to come to my office hours to discuss any questions about the class, 

assignments, or any other administrative matter.  

 

WORK LOAD 

We meet for 75-minute class sessions twice a week. Many of these class sessions will be lecture-heavy—

you must take notes. Outside of the classroom you should spend several hours a week preparing for class 

by reading the assigned book and taking notes, reviewing class lecture notes, and completing 

assignments.  

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 

I have a few policies for the classroom that are critically important to foster an effective learning 

environment. I ask you to follow these simple guidelines that are designed to benefit both students and 

professor alike. Since our classroom is a shared space with different thinkers, ideas, and people, 

discussions must be conducted in a manner that fosters an atmosphere of mutual respect for everyone. 

Please arrive on time for class. Always bring a pen or pencil and your notebook to class.  

 

My classroom t

http://bulletin.marquette.edu/undergrad/academicregulations/
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MARCH 12-18: SPRING BREAK WEEK 

 

WEEK NINE 

Monday March 19: Gene Roddenberry 

¶ Read for class: Marie Davies and Roberta Pearson, “The Little Program that Could” pp. 209-23. 

¶ In class screening: Star Trek 
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WEEK FOURTEEN 

Monday April 23: New Networks in the 1980s-90s 

¶ Read for class: Jennifer Holt, “Golden Age Redux” pp. 93-114. 

 

Wednesday April 25: Exam Two 

¶ Covers all readings, screenings, lectures, projects, and class discussions from the second half of 

class 

 

Sunday April 29: Assignment 6 Multimedia Presentation Files due to D2L Dropbox by 8pm 

 

WEEK FIFTEEN 

Monday April 30: 1980s Program Presentations 

 

Wednesday May 2: 1980s Program Presentations 

 


