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Step-by-Step Guide to 
APPLYING FOR  
STUDENT FINANCIAL AID ONLINE  

We know the �nancial aid process can seem daunting 

and even intimidating. That’s why we’ve designed this 

Step-by-Step Guide.

To ensure a smooth �nancial aid process, you will need to 

access CheckMarq and your eMarq email account. If you have 

trouble accessing CheckMarq, contact Marquette’s IT Help Desk 

at 414.288.7799. Please note: To protect privacy, a student’s 

username and password will only be discussed with the student.

If you have questions once you have read the information 

provided, call Marquette Central at 

414.288.4000.
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Submit the FAFSA

Complete your FAFSA at fafsa.gov  or myFAFSA on the 

myStudentAid mobile app.

Select the appropriate school year, 2020–2021.

List Marquette University. Our school code is 003863.

Complete all sections of the FAFSA.

Enter the FSA ID for you and your parent. Your FAFSA 

will be rejected if one of these is missing.

Submit your FAFSA and print a copy for your records.

Complete your FAFSA at fafsa.gov . 

NOTES

• If eligible, you and your parent(s) should use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. 
By selecting the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, your tax-related information is 
automatically transferred to the FAFSA.

• When using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, your tax data will be masked for 
data privacy.

• To determine your eligibility for the IRS DRT, visit mu.edu/mucentral/verify2021 .

• For information about FAFSA mobile options, including the myStudentAid app, visit 
mu.edu/mucentral/mobilefafsa .

FAFSA follow-up

You will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) at the email address supplied on your 

FAFSA, or through the U.S. Postal Service if you did not provide a valid email address.

Read through the entire SAR to make sure the information is correct. Pay close 

attention to the following sections:

• Application Status

• What you must do now

Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is calculated using information you 

provided on the FAFSA and is listed on your SAR. 

The EFC is an indicator of the family’s �nancial strength and is used to determine 

�nancial need. Financial need then determines a student’s �nancial aid eligibility. 

The EFC is not how much aid you will receive or how much you will need to pay for 

college. Limited available funding may cause some students to have unmet need. 
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5. If the parent or the student is an eligible non-U.S. citizen, you may also be asked 

to submit a copy of your U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services document to 

Marquette Central to verify your citizenship status. 

PRIVATE ALTERNATIVE LOAN

To apply for a private alternative loan, a student must apply directly with a lending 

institution. Visit mu.edu/mucentral/altloans  for more information. Alternative loans 

are non-federal educational loans available from a variety of lending institutions. The 

borrower needs to have a satisfactory credit history and, in most cases, a credit-

worthy co-signer.

NOTES

• The Optional Loan amount listed on the �nancial aid award is the maximum  
that can be applied for; a lesser amount may be requested.

• A parent borrower needs to sign his or her MPN only once for each student 
enrolled at Marquette. 

• The parent borrower listed on the Parent PLUS Request must have an FSA ID to 
sign the Parent PLUS MPN.
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Step 5
DISBURSEMENT (PAYMENT) OF FUNDS
Aid is paid no earlier than 10 days before the start of each term. Most �nancial aid 

will be divided in half and paid directly to your student account at the start of fall 

and spring terms. 

All required documents must be received and processed before aid pays to your 

account. These may include, but are not limited to, the 2020–21 Veri�cation Worksheet; 

2018 Federal IRS Tax Return Transcript; loan entrance counseling; and signed Master 

Promissory Note.

A FEW FINAL NOTES
You must reapply for �nancial aid by �ling the FAFSA every year.

The Of�ce of Student Financial Aid must receive the results of your processed FAFSA 

by Feb. 1, 2020. To meet this deadline, you must �le your FAFSA between Oct. 1, 

2019, and Jan. 15, 2020. It can take up to four weeks for us to review the results of 

your processed FAFSA. 

Because of limited funding, Marquette grants and/or a Federal Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity Grant may not be renewed for those continuing students 

whose FAFSAs are processed and received after Feb. 1.

If you are required to submit additional documents such as Veri�cation documents 

and/or Supplemental Information Requests, or correct your Student Aid Report 

because it is rejected due to missing signature(s) or incorrect data (e.g., reporting 

your AGI = tax paid, etc.), you must comply with these requests within 30 days from 

the initial correspondence or your aid will be reduced or eliminated.

For more information, go to mu.edu/fa or email marquettecentral@marquette.edu.
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