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sensorial level with their own experience as readers but also at the emotional 

level, as it was revealed in their explanations for the colors they picked.  

 

Heart landscapes 

� Remind students that the classroom is a safe space for exploration of ideas, for 

the use of the imagination, and for vulnerably and boldly connecting with their 

own selves and with their teacher and classmates ð The simple assertion of the 

safety of the space of the classroom makes an enormous difference in studentsõ 

sense of confidence and their willingness to take risks. This practice can be a 

lifeline for classes on the heritage learnersõ track. Iõve had students share painful 

migration familial stories and their impact in their relationship with the Spanish 

language only because they felt safe in doing so! I always make sure to thank 

students who risk being vulnerable in the classroom. 

 

Exercise: 

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/men-and-women-for-others-fr-pedro-arrupe-s-j/


encouraging participants to pause, reflect, and deeply connect with each 

other from a place of vulnerability. This highly structured method of communal 

engagement offers a powerful tool for approaching classroom conversations 

on difficult topics. For colloquies to be successful, it is important to lay out clear 

instructions in advance (including the main topic of the conversation, 

prereading materials, and ground rules for engagement). The main attributes of 

Ignatian Conversation provide the ground rules for this type of engagement: 

attentive listening, finding the good in what others are saying, handling 

disagreements respectfully, and giving the conversation the nece

https://www.rockhurst.edu/about/mission-ministry/ignatian-conversation

